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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

SERVICE DELIVERY OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY 
PANEL MEETING 

 

Minutes 
 

WEDNESDAY, 13 JULY 2022 
 

PRESENT: Councillor I Herdman (Chair)   
 

 Councillors S Ellis, B Emery, A Hart, N Hawkins, T Holmes, 
K Hoptroff, B A Hughes, L Page and P Routledge 

 
ALSO PRESENT: Councillors J Aberley, K Flunder, K J Jackson, P Roberts, 

S Scalise, L Swindlehurst and R Ward 

 
APOLOGIES: Councillors D Price, M Bowen, E Fallows, H Plimley, Routledge and 

J Salt 
 

10 NOTIFICATION OF SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS, IF ANY. 

 

Councillor Swindlehurst was substitute member for Councillor Price and Councillor 

Jackson substituted for Councillor Salt. 
 

11 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING. 

 
  DECIDED:  That the minutes of the previous meeting held on 8 June 2022,   be 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 

12 URGENT ITEMS OF BUSINESS, IF ANY. (24 HOURS NOTICE TO BE 

PROVIDED TO THE CHAIRMAN). 
 

There were none. 
 

13 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:- 

 

No declarations of interests were made. 

 
14 QUESTIONS TO PORTFOLIO HOLDERS, IF ANY. 

 

Councillor Cawley was not present at the meeting but had submitted the question 
below in accordance with the procedure rules 
 
Q.“ A question concerning the cultural and artistic heritage of Leek . I am interested 

to ascertain given the review of the Nicholson Institute the storage of artefacts that 

SMDC is the custodian of and whether it has been properly recorded and catalogued 
by a professionally qualified person?” 

 
Response from Councillor Flunder - Portfolio Holder for Tourism: 

I can confirm that the artefacts are properly recorded and catalogued and this has 

been done by professionally qualified people. Most recently, the storage of the 
collection was reviewed by a representative from Staffordshire County Council’s 
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Archives & Heritage Service in June 2022. The officer in question is a qualified 
museum mentor under the Associateship of the Museums Association mentoring 

scheme. 
 

15 WORK PROGRAMME 

 

At this point of the meeting, members commented on the timeliness of reports and 

the Leader assured the Panel that work was being carried out around this and 
improvements would be seen going forward.  
 

Councillor Kevin Jackson requested an additional item on the outcome of the 
Leveling Up Fund to be included. 

 
DECIDED: That the Panel’s Work Programme be agreed, subject to an item being 

added on the Levelling Up Fund. 

 
16 SHARED PROSPERITY FUND INVESTMENT PLAN - LISA HOYLAND, 

REGENERATION OFFICER. 
 

Councillor Flunder – Portfolio Holder for Tourism and Regeneration, introduced a 

report on the preparation of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund Investment Plan and 
gave thanks to all those that had taken time to assist with this bid.  

 
The UK government Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities 
(DLUPHC) had launched the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) which succeeded 

the European Union structural funds (ERDF and ESF). 
 

The primary goal of the UKSPF was to build pride in place and increase life chances 
across the UK. There were three UKSPF investment priorities:- 
 

 Communities and place;  

 Supporting local business; and  

 People and skills (from 2024/25 unless a voluntary/community sector 
project whose European Social Fund funding is due to end sooner). 

  
A visual representation of the broad priorities and links to the Levelling Up agenda 
was shown in Appendix 1 of the report. 

 
An allocation of funding had been made to Staffordshire Moorlands District Council 

against which the Council has to deliver agreed interventions and outcomes.  
 
In order to be able to draw down the allocation, an Investment Plan must be 

submitted to DLUPHC by 1st August 2022 agreed by the Leader, the Chief 
Executive and the Section 151 Officer.  

 
A webinar was planned for 15th July to which a wide range of stakeholders were 
invited to find out more about the fund. 

 
Some members had reservations around the plans being achievable due to the 

limited time scales attached to the Fund and the amount of influence members 
would have in their wards. The Panel was assured that at this stage it was an outline 
plan, views were being sought from a range of stakeholders and further consultation 

would be carried out. Councillor Flunder encouraged members to contact him should 
they have suggestions or questions.  
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Due to the detail and layout of the information contained within the report, some 

members found the documents difficult to read on the iPad.  
 
A suggestion was made for opportunities for cross border working to be explored. In 

response to a query around capital and revenue costs, it was explained that the 
capital elements were low and targeted to delivering revenue programmes which 

were identified by each council. The capital element of 10% was across the whole 
allocation. However, some projects could be allocated more capital funding but 
would need to be justified. 

 
The level of risk was queried should the Council not receive the funding and it was 

explained that the UKSPF was not a competitive bidding process. Each council had 
an amount of funding allocated, had to provide an outline investment plan 
apportioned to each intervention and would be required to demonstrate governance 

around each of its programmes. 
 

Assurance was given by Cabinet members that the Council would do its utmost to 
spend the full allocation of funding. There may be some risk to the projects not being 
completed within the associated time frame. 

 
Members were reminded of the webinar due to be held on 15 July 2022. 

 
DECIDED: The Panel NOTED progress on the preparation of the UKSPF 

Investment Plan submission to ensure that local priorities were 

represented where they would deliver some of the required 
interventions, outputs and outcomes. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 7.53 pm 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

_________________________________Chairman ____________________Date 


